MY   NOTES

I look upon untouchability in the form in which we practise it
as sinful and have been advocating its abolition from a purely
religious motive. Swami Shraddhanandji1, however, says in a letter
that, in the north, some Englishmen are inciting untouchables
against non-co-operation also. Had we not taken up a fight against
untouchability everywhere in the country, our opponents would
today have been exploiting it to the full. Satan always enters
through a small hole and makes for his coming and going an
entrance large enough for everyone to see. One who would shape
his life according to dharma will not permit a single brick in the
fort of dharma to get loose.

[From Gujarati]
Navqjivan, 21-8-1921

2.   MT NOTES

BIHAR TOUR

The Bihar tour has proved a very troublesome thing to me
because of the services I had rendered in Ghamparan and be-
cause of the Bihari temperament. Even in small towns, thou-
sands of people assemble and, by their loud shouting and at-
tempts to touch my feet, they try my patience. With all of them
wanting my darshan2, they do not give me a moment's respite.
I get no peace anywhere, by day or night. As for going out for a
walk, it is out of the question. With a few efficient workers, any
work could be got out of people with such faith, and Bihar has
been doing such work. Some of the workers in Bihar are men
of such simple and pure lives and their faith in non-violent non-
co-operation is so firm that they have created a deep impression
on the people and have done much good and quiet work. In
places where, only a year ago, but a few spinning-wheels were
plying, they are now in use in thousands of homes, thousands of
yards of khadi are being woven and thousands have started wear-
ing khadi exclusively.

In Bihar, Orissa and such other provinces, the spinning-wheel
which yields a daily wage of two annas is a sufficient means of
livelihood for any person. Many who work even as farm-labou-

1  1856-1926; nationalist leader; known as Mahatma Munshiram before
he became a sannyasi; founder of the Gurukul at Kangri near Hardwar

2 Sight of a person, place or thing considered holy